
Why 
increase 
rates? 1. New Phosphorus Limit

2. Reduced Ammonia Limits
3. Additional Solids Treatment Capacity
4. Aging Treatment Infrastructure





NEW 
PHOSPHORUS 

LIMIT



Reduced Ammonia Limits:

• Used to have to treat down to 9 mg/L 
• This was attainable, but still challenging 

with Trickling Filters.

• New limit is 6 mg/L
• Trickling Filters cannot reliably treat to this 

standard. 
• Add Moving Bed Biofilm Reactor (MBBR) 

to treat for ammonia. 



Compliance 
Schedule 
with State 
DWQ



Solids Treatment Capacity:
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*Plus, Existing Digesters are over 60 years old, 
not sure of their structural integrity. 



SDSD Timeline

• New Phosphorus Rule: 2014 (Effective 2020)
• New Ammonia Reductions: 2019 and 2026
• Planning 2014
• South Plant Engineering 2015-2020
• South Plant Construction 2020-2023
• North Plant Engineering 2022-2023
• North Plant Construction 2024-2026
• Bond for South Plant Improvements: 2019: $12M @ 2.1%
• Bond for South Plant Improvements: 2021: $10M @ 2.05%
• More funding 2024: ultimately ~$90M
• Total annual likely Debt Service: ~$10.3M (around $228 annually or about $19 monthly 

per home)



Where are sewer revenues going? 



Declining Impact Fee Revenue
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Are we crazy? 

SDSD Performance 
Benchmarking: 
How do we stack up 
against our peers? 



SDSD Performance Metrics:
 Compared to AWWA Benchmarking



Are we crazy? 

SDSD Service Charge 
Benchmarking: 
How do we stack up 
against our peers? 



Recent and Current Wasatch Front 
Wastewater Upgrades
• Salt Lake City     $700 Million

• Central Valley Water Reclamation Facility   $250 Million

• Provo      $150 Million

• Central Weber Sewer Improvement District   $120 Million

• North Davis Sewer District    $120 Million

• Snyderville Basin Water Reclamation District   $50 Million

• Jordan Basin Water Reclamation Facility   $150 Million

• Salem City     $20 Million

• Payson City     $17 Million

• Logan City     $150 Million

• Timpanogos Special service District    $900 Million

• South Davis Sewer (North and South Plants)   $120 Million

• Wasatch Front total Wastewater Upgrades to date:  >$3 Billion 

• NOTE: THESE ARE CAPITAL COSTS ONLY. DOES NOT CONSIDER COST OF OPERATION  

Now $950 Million

another $120 Million
another $70 Million

another $50 Million

another $70 Million



SDSD Total service charge (tax and rate)



South Davis Sewer Fees

2021: SDSD is ~45% of National Average

2018: SDSD is ~24 % of National Average

1988: SDSD is ~60% of National Average, then increases to ~100%. 

2018: SDSD is ~35% of National Average

2022: SDSD is ~56% of National Average



Today
After 
Project
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